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SUBJECT: ANDREOTTI WINS SENATE TEST 

1 . AS EXPECTED, ANDREOTTI'S MINORITY CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT GOVER- 
NMENT RECEIVED ITS INITIAL VOTE OF CONFIDENCE FROM THE SENATE 
LATE AUGUST 6. THE VOTE WAS 136 IN FAVOR, 17 AGAINST, AND 69 
ABSTAINING. ONE-HUNDRED SENATORS (ABSTAINEES) LEFT THE HALL 
TO REDUCE THE NUMBER VOING TO 222, 

LOWERING THE MAJORITY REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE TO 1 12. TWO ALTO- 
ADIGE, ONE VA D’ACSTA AND ONE INDEPENDENT VOTED WITH THE 
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THE 15 NEO-FASCIST MSI/DN IN VOTING AGAINST. THE PCI, PSI, 

PSDI, PRI AND PLI SUPPORTED THEGOVERNMENT THROUGH ABSTENTIONS. 

DEBATE IN THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES WILL BEGIN MONDAY. AUGUST 
9. 

2. SPEAKING TO THE SENATE AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE DBATE, 

ANDREOTTI FIRMLY REJECTED THE MSI/DN'S SURPRISE OFFER TO ABSTAIN 
PROVIDED THE THE DC FORMALLY ASSERTED IT DID NOT SEEK ABSTENTIONS 
FOR THE PCI. ANDREOTTI ASSERTED THAT BY APPEALING FOR SUPPORT 
FROM THE PARTIES OF THE "CONSTITUTIONAL ARC." THE DC SPECIFICALLY 
EXCLUDED PARTICIPATION OF ANY MOVEMENT SEEKING TO RE-ESTABLISH 
FASCISM. COMMENT: A MSI/DN ABSTENTION WOULD HAVE BEEN NOT ONLY 
SERIOUSLY EMBARRASSING FOR THE DC BUT WOULD HAVE ALSO CERTAINLY 
UNRAVELLED THE ANDREOTTI GOVERNMENT'S UNDERPINNING OF ABSTENTIONS 
FROM THE LEFT. SEVERAL COMMENTATORS TODAY WONDER WHY THE MSI/DN 
ATTACHED UNTENABLE CONDITIONS (FORMAL DC REJECTION OF PCI 
SUPPORT) TO THEIR SPOILING OFFER. MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT 

WHILE THE SPLINTER MSI/DN "REFORM" GROUPD PUSHED FOR A POLICY 
OF SIMPLE ABSTENTION, PARTY LEADER ALMIRANTE WON OUT BY 
INSISTING THAT THE OFFER TO ABSTAIN BE ENCUMBERED WITH KNOWINGLY 
UNACCEPTABLE CONDITIONS. END COMMENT. 

3. ANDREOTTI ALSO REITERATED THAT PS GOVERNMENT WOULD SEEK THE 
CLOSEST POSSIBLE COLLABORATION WITH PARLIAMENT. HE DESCRIBED 
IT AS A "PROGRAMMATIC SERVICE GOVERNMENT." HOWEVER, ANDREOTTI 
STRESSED THAT EKCH PARTY'S VOTE WAS FREE AND INDEPENDENT: "THERE 
HAS NOT BEEN, BETWEEN THE PARTIES AND THE GOVERNMENT, ANY 
HIDDEN UNDERSTANDINGS." 

REJECTING AN "ASSEMBLY" FORM OF GOVERNMENT, ANDREOTTI INSISTED 

THAT ANY DISCURRIONS BETWEEN THE PARTIES AND THE GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE 

PLACE IN PARILI AMENT . BEAUDRY 
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